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You are invited to participate in a research study. Research studies are designed to gain scientific
knowledge that may help other people in the future. You may or may not receive any benefit from
being part of the study. Your participation is voluntary. Please take your time to make your decision,
and ask your research investigator or research staff to explain any words or information that you do
not understand. The following is a short summary to help you decide why you may or may not want
to be a part of this study. Information that is more detailed is listed later on in this form.
The purpose of this study is to understand the Appalachian experience with fake news and how
people determine what is/not credible online. We expect that you will be in this research study for
one hour. Though you will be anonymous and your identity will be kept secret, a redacted copy of
your interview transcript will be posted online on Marshall University's Digital Scholar website
(https://mds.marshall.edu/oral_history/).
You will be asked 64 questions. Your dialogue will be recorded on Microsoft Teams and housed on
Marshall University's OneDrive, which is password protected. The recording will be destroyed at the
end of the semester (during finals week). To protect your privacy, you will be identified by your state
of residence, race, sex, age and participant number. For example, the Digital Scholar website will
catalogue your interview with a pseudonym like "Kentucky Participant 5 (White/Male/65),
interviewed on October 5, 2021." Please avoid mentioning your name or other identifying
information in the interview. Your name will not be on the transcript. The name of the interviewer
will not be included in the transcript or otherwise on Marshall University's Digital Scholar website.
All identifying information will be removed before transcripts are posted online. But once transcripts
are posted on Marshall University's Digital Scholar website, they will be permanent. We will not be
able to remove them.

How Many People Will Take Part In The Study?
About 24 people every semester people will take part in this study. A total of 24 subjects are the
most that would be able to enter the study per semester.

What Is Involved In This Research Study?
You will be asked a series of 64 open-ended questions about your thoughts and feelings on fake news
and disinformation online. You will be asked about your opinion of sensitive social questions like
issues of race, class, religion, etc.
With your consent, this interview will be recorded. You will only be identified as "you" during the
interview. The Microsoft Teams recording, which will be with the camera turned off, will be stored
on Marshall University's OneDrive and will only be shared with the FYS small group, the FYS
graduate assistant and the professor. These people will use the recoding to verify consent and make a
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redacted transcript. Definitized transcripts will be uploaded to Marshall University's Digital Scholar
website (https://mds.marshall.edu/oral_history/).

What Are Your Rights As A Research Study Participant?
You may choose to not take part in the study. You may leave the study up to the point that the
interview is complete. Once the redacted transcript is posted on the website a participant may not
withdraw. Refusing to participate or leaving the study will not result in any penalty or loss of
benefits to which you are entitled. If you decide to stop participating in the study we encourage you
to talk to the investigators or study staff first.
The study investigator may stop you from taking part in this study at any time if he/she believes it is
in your best interest; if you do not follow the study rules; or if the study is stopped.

Detailed Risks Of The Study
Because the recording will be destroyed at the end of the semester, and because the only a
deidentified redacted transcript will be posted online, there is no foreseeable risk in the study.

What About Confidentiality?
We will do our best to make sure that your personal information is kept confidential. However, we
cannot guarantee absolute confidentiality. Federal law says we must keep your study records private.
Nevertheless, under unforeseen and rare circumstances, we may be required by law to allow certain
agencies to view your records. Those agencies would include the Marshall University IRB, Office of
Research Integrity (ORI) and the federal Office of Human Research Protection (OHRP). This is to
make sure that we are protecting your rights and your safety. If we publish the information we learn
from this study, you will not be identified by name or in any other way.

What Are The Costs Of Taking Part In This Study?
There are no costs to you for taking part in this study. All the study costs, including any study tests,
supplies and procedures related directly to the study, will be paid for by the study.

Will You Be Paid For Participating?
You will receive no payment or other compensation for taking part in this study.

Whom Do You Call If You Have Questions Or Problems?
For questions about the study or in the event of a research-related injury, contact the study
investigator, Stephen Underhill at 304-696-3020 or at underhills@marshall.edu. You should also
contact the investigator if you have a concern or complaint about the research.
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For questions about your rights as a research participant, contact the Marshall University Office of
Research Integrity (ORI) at (304) 696-4303. You may also call this number if:
o You have concerns or complaints about the research.
o The research staff cannot be reached.
o You want to talk to someone other than the research staff.
Did you receive a copy of the consent form?
Please say Yes or No
Do you agree to take part in this study and confirm that you are 18 years of age or older?
Please say Yes or No
Have you had a chance to ask questions about being in this study and have had those questions
answered?
Please say Yes or No
What is today's date?
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West Virginia Participant 31 (White (Middle Eastern) /Male/18), interviewed on March 07, 2022

The participant agreed to the terms of the consent.
Interviewer: Tell me about when you first started using social media and news started to appear
for the first time on your feed, like Facebook or Twitter.
Participant: The first time I started using social media is probably in fifth grade when I got my
first phone and I joined Facebook to kind of mostly get in contact with my family, but also to
have social media with my family.
Interviewer: How do you use the Internet?
Participant: For entertainment. Typically, at night I FaceTime my girlfriend a lot and that sort
of thing. But at night I stream on Twitch and I use the Internet and social media for
entertainment like TikTok and Twitter.
Interviewer: Other than that, what kind of websites do you visit?
Participant: I mean, YouTube, Twitter, Twitch for social media or just Internet in general?
Interviewer: Just in general.
Participant: MyMU for Marshall, FUNimation for anime shows, Netflix for shows, Hulu. Just
the typical stuff, really.
Interviewer: What did you search for online in the last week?
Participant: Mostly just MyMU (University website) and a lot of YouTube videos about a game
I play. And sometimes my friends’ Twitch streams just to watch. And I have looked up TikTok
on my computer, but mainly just about games and schoolwork and sometimes questions about
schoolwork.
Interviewer: What kind of websites do you visit to pass time when you're bored?
Participant: Twitter
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Interviewer: What do you do on Twitter?
Participant: I just scroll down the feed, and I just usually look at what other people post, what
they're talking about, what's going on in their lives, any news or information about things I'm
interested in, like video games or events or weightlifting, that kind of thing.
Interviewer: What do you think other people are doing? Both people you know, and people you
don't know, and how they pass time when they're bored online?
Participant: Some people could obviously troll, I guess you could say. Some people just pass
time and troll and just poke fun. Some people can just be hateful. Some people can enjoy being a
good person and helping other people out. But I guess in general, for passing time, a lot of
people like to either watch content that other people make or make content.
Interviewer: What type of devices do you use to access the Internet?
Participant: I have my own personal computer that I built; also my MacBook and my phone.
Interviewer: Which would you say used the most?
Participant: Probably my personal computer, surprisingly.
Interviewer: Which do you use the least?
Participant: Probably my MacBook, because I mainly just use it for schoolwork.
Interviewer: Which social media forums or like Twitter or Reddit do you use?
Participant: Twitter, mostly for just like passing time. Reddit if I'm really kind of looking up
something and Reddit usually has detailed information about it, or maybe forums, I guess about
the general thing I'm talking about.
Interviewer: Thinking about what people likely disagree with, please describe which forums
you think they likely use and why.
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Participant: Honestly, I really wouldn't put it towards any forum or site at all. But I would have
to say Twitter probably because it's the most widely used one and people would just go on there
just to be... Am I able to cuss?
Interviewer: Yes.
Participant: They just get on there to be dickheads and just troll around. And some people have
pretty strong opinions and don't mind keeping it to themselves(sic), even if it's right. But yeah,
Twitter for sure.
Interviewer: Describe to me what you do when you want to find out something factual.
Participant: Honestly, I don't really do a lot whenever I try to find out something factual. If it's
something just for like, I mean, I look up stuff a lot like PC, my own hobbies and stuff. And
typically, nobody lies about that. They don't, obviously. Why would they? But if you're meaning
like propaganda and politics, it's kind of hard because no matter what, there is always kinds of
misinformation. But I usually go for new sources that I trust. Not Fox News. I hate that. Not that.
Some people don't like CNN, but usually CNN and I think BBC is one of them. Sometimes
Twitter too. If I see the majority of people Tweeting like the same kind of fact, if it's like a big
disaster, sadly, usually Twitter has a lot of information on it, but typically I take everything with
a grain of salt. But if I had to go with something really factual, I would look up an article with
good credibility behind it.
Interviewer: How do people around you find out something factual?
Participant: Same thing. Social media. Typically, cable isn't really the thing anymore. But my
family and my friends, we all find out things on either Instagram, Instagram posts... Mainly like,
my friends do that, Twitter posts. It's mainly Twitter, because obviously it shows what's trending.
But to find what's factual, a lot of them just, actually, a lot of my friends are wrong about things
because they just take Instagram posts as facts. Yeah, they don't really do much to look into it for
my family. I don't really talk about anything like politics with them, but I'd say they probably do
news articles because they're kind of old-fashioned. Probably click on that, maybe on Facebook
or something. But still, you never know if they're not clicking the credible website right now.
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Interviewer: Everyone comes across things that surprise them on social media. Could you
describe a time when you came across content that you doubted was trustworthy?
Participant: Oh, plenty. Usually, it was either about our presidents of the United States,
typically like Donald Trump or Joe Biden, and it would just have the most outlandish, like most
wild allegations, and for example, would be like rape or touch something on video or stuff like
that, and usually, that could obviously be true, but I have FYS (First Year Seminar) myself, so
I've watched some stuff. Especially about political and propaganda about like, governors and
stuff like that and what they would do. I'll tell you one thing, this person I can't remember, his
name was Jack something. I don't know, some big Twitter guy that was, I think really
Republican and he and another guy went and faked this woman that accused apparently this
woman like anonymously accused some governor I can't remember where or like some governor
to be somebody trying to get elected and ended up like he actually had a Press conference and
she was supposed to be there and reveal herself to the world and everything and it was a no
show. And interviewing journalists from big news like CNN and everything were there, and they
were missing the guy because the guy was known to be really stupid. He would take a picture
outside of this bus and be like, “Oh My God! ANTIFA’s here!” He saw the journalist behind
him, and he was like I could just be a normal bus and he was like he was like, “stay out of this
meeting” and it was just kind of disrespectful. But in the end, they revealed that that was never
true. That there was no woman that had an allegation nothing like that. It was just all publicity
stunt to get the public to dislike the governor or the runner up. In the end, the person, the guy on
Twitter and this personal investigator, I guess was with him. They both admitted to telling the
public that the woman and the allegations about this runner up, this political person that was
supposed to come in power soon, they both admitted that allegations were completely false and
the woman wasn't even a real person.
Interviewer: Could you share a time when you talk to your friends about such content.
Participant: Where they disagree with me or just, like, talk about political stuff?
Interviewer: Just where they disagreed with you.
Participant: Okay, well, our friends are pretty much not in politics at all. They kind of just listen
to the outcry. And since I live in West Virginia, they can be sometimes ignorant. And they were
talking about whenever Biden first got into office, and they were like, “yeah, he's ruined the gas
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prices, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah.” And I was like, “oh,” I was like, “yeah, that makes a lot
of sense. Do you also think it could be the global pandemic going on? The guy just got into
office.” There's not any bills he could have pass to cause this. They were like, “no.” They're like,
“oh, you're a Biden supporter?” And I was like “no, I don't really like Biden, my personal
opinion, but I know for a fact you just can't blame somebody for that.
I'm not even trying to play Devil's advocate.” I just don't like when people spread misinformation
myself because it's just kind of annoying. It's just like blatant ignorance. And I don't know why.
It just sets me off sometimes.
Interviewer: Could you tell me about a time when you saw content like that posted on the news
or discussed on the news?
Participant: I don't really watch the news much, but honestly, I couldn't really see anything like
that. Usually when I think of the news, there's rarely any disputes. But if you're talking about just
politics in general, it doesn't have to be U.S. politics. I remember when the news was reporting
that Kim Jong-UN was dead, he died. And then literally like a week later, he was alive. Yeah,
that was kind of funny. But for me, I don't really focus. I guess I can't say I really focused. I just
haven't really had any disputes or seen any disputes. Some of the things said on news, maybe. I
don't know if any outlets have talked about Pizzagate, about Hillary Clinton and stuff like that.
But if they have, I'd say that they probably did because that was a pretty big thing. I don't think
they would have exactly agreed with it. I think they would have disputed it more than anything.
But really, I haven't had many instances where I've seen that happen. But in other cases, like
Twitter or Instagram or just something that's not official, news sites, 100% of people spread false
information. I think when it actually happens on news sites, they're a lot more discreet about it.
They try to turn the table slowly.
Interviewer: If there are any social media sites you think are untrustworthy, what makes them
untrustworthy?
Participant: Any social media site that just lets anybody post. I'd say if it's not a place, I mean
dot-com's, like Wired.com et cetera, they actually have to have authors with some sort of
credibility because you can click. I mean, I had a communications speech about computers. I was
making a speech about the basics of a computer and went to Wired.com, and it was kind of hard
to be trustworthy of the information being put on a dot-com. But I mean, again, it's about
computers, but I was just still skeptical. So, I ended up looking at the author, and the author
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actually had a lot of outstanding credibility in the field. So I feel like even if it's a dot-com or
something, you got to make sure the author has a lot of credibility and has stayed unbiased. So
those type of sites, I trust anything where you let anybody post, like Twitter, Instagram stuff I
don't typically trust, at least about politics.
Interviewer: Do you have any experiences with finding conspiracy theories?
Participant: I've never created one, I should say that. But finding one, yeah. I mean, the pizza
gate with Hillary Clinton. And I'm not going to lie, I believed that for a long time because it was
just so detailed. And if that was truly something like the interview thing with a fake woman. If
that was truly something that was fabricated. Yes, that is very scary. Yeah, it's very scary. And
it's kind of scary either way because I wouldn't really put it past anybody. I wouldn't put it past
especially like higher ups, all the elite people. But it's just scary to think that it could be true.
And it's also scary to think it couldn't be true. You don't really know what to believe. You're
either just ruining somebody's life. Right. And like perception to, I guess, the public or you're
actually telling the truth. But regardless, I've seen PCA (sic), apparently even on public news,
being completely added as false. Even the pizza place that the place was talking about, the owner
was there and he was talking in the interview and stuff like that. And it just gets kind of like
mixed emotions sometimes. So currently I'm not worried about Pizzagate and if that's true or not,
but I really wouldn't put it past anybody. But that's probably like Illuminati, too. And then the
typical stuff.
Interviewer: Could you think of a time when you shared information that you thought was true
and later found out it wasn't?
Participant: Probably Pizzagate? I was sharing it to my friends, and I was like, “I really believe
this is true.” And I mean, obviously you can never be sure, that it's 100% false. And there wasn't
really any concrete evidence I've seen in the interview. Maybe if I dig deeper and not see maybe
some more evidence, but I really shared it like it was true and it was really creepy to me. But yes,
that's probably the main instance because I don't really talk like politics a lot.
Interviewer: Could you describe a time when you notice that search results somehow seem
tailored to you?
Participant: Oh, all the time. Are you talking about politics or just in general?
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Interviewer: On the Internet, in general.
Participant: Yeah. Everybody's had that moment, obviously. You're talking about going to the
beach on vacation, and then you get on your phone or anywhere and you see ads about the beach
and vacation. Sometimes I'll look up literally on a different computer, I'll look up sunglasses, and
this has happened before. Actually, look up rings like jewelry, and I got on my phone and all I
got from all my Instagram ads was jewelry. Yeah. I don't understand. I guess they just gather
data and they're like, yeah, this is what we should do. I'd say it also tailors to people in different
areas. I mean, I feel like if you're in West Virginia and you look up stuff, it's going to be a lot
more right-winged information that pops up, but mainly just that.
Interviewer: Okay. How do you decide what personal information you will provide to social
media companies?
Participant: Rarely do I give out my real name. Yeah. I mean, also my name is complicated, so
sometimes it's not really that bad. But one thing obviously, I'll never give out unless it's for like
PayPal or Ebay or something is my Social Security, because Ebay and PayPal, they need to know
it for like taxes and all that good stuff. Mainly it's just the real name part. Sometimes I'll just use
my middle name as my first name and skip the HMD. Yeah, I'd go as far as my real name
sometimes and that's it my birthday, obviously, I don't really care to give that out, especially now
that I'm over 18. So I don't really get any held back from any site for being underage. Yeah,
sometimes if you're looking up, at least on Steam, which is where you download games and
stuff, you look up a mature game like Grand Theft Auto. If you give a year ago, give my real
birthday, it wouldn't let me see it. Let me download, or buy or anything like that. So, yeah, my
birthday.
Interviewer: What do you think others around you do about protecting their personal
information?
Participant: A lot of people don't even give their names out. A lot of people won't even give
their Social Security their social out to Ebay or PayPal. They won't even use it. I mean, that's
kind of smart. You don't really want it on the internet. But some people don't care. I feel like
everybody has the standard of don't go too far. If a site, if you know, like a site genuinely does
not need to know your social, don't give your social. If a site like you use a lot like Instagram
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that you're really active with and that is important to you, some people go as far as a lot of my
friends will go as far as putting their phone numbers in and sometimes their name. But anything
further than that, I feel like I haven't really experienced anybody doing. I mean, most sites know
they shouldn't go too far. It's kind of creepy with the ads thing, but usually last for too much.
Interviewer: Okay, now we're on to algorithms. What do you think of when you hear about the
word algorithms?
Participant: I guess maybe like a calculation, like a formula. I think of like if, okay, for example,
TikTok algorithm. If you do a certain thing, right, if you make a video a certain way, it's bound
to blow up. So if you follow the algorithm and put, like, only these hashtags and you make the
video this long and no more, it's more likely to be on your for you page, that type of thing, like a
calculation. And it works the same way with Twitch, YouTube and stuff like that.
Interviewer: How have you responded to how internet companies trying to customize or control
what you see on their platforms?
Participant: Not at all. I feel like I don't really have much say in that stuff. I'm just happy to
have a good Internet in West Virginia. And it really doesn't bother me. I feel like as long as it's
not so much. I know they sell that and stuff, but if it's just the sites I visit and not my personal
information, like, oh, in West Virginia, this percentage of people visit the site this many times, I
think they wouldn't really mind it. But then again, we don't really get access to information in
general. But I don't really mind it as long as it's not my personal, personal information.
Interviewer: What have you heard others discuss about this?
Participant: A lot of the older people get creeped out about it. Obviously. I don't want anybody
touching my stuff, which is kind of funny. Because I mean, they don't care. They click on any
link possible. But I don't really know anybody that can that really complains. I guess if it's not
something like really out there, like the Instagram ads thing, people really don't notice or don't
really care if it's not affecting them. It's just a little scary, but not a lot of people take any action. I
feel like. Yeah.
Interviewer: If you explain to your friends or family how information or false information
spreads, what would you say to them?
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Participant: Facebook? I would honestly tell them, I don't want to say if it's not by a credible
source and it's really wild, it's probably not true. I'm pretty sure Biden did not kill this man on
video and especially where you can't see the video. Don't believe the Facebook post, right? A lot
of people just if it's something on the opposing view in politics, a lot of older people like family
and stuff will just instantly repost it. Especially my aunt. She is bad for that. But I've even told
her about it and I was like, come on, I realize this, but I would just say don't look at social media
posts. Make sure the author is credible. That's all I can really say. Author's credible then. Okay,
yeah, definitely. But always take everything with a grain of salt.
Interviewer: What do you think determines would have seen online and how things spread?
Participant: I don't really know the algorithm of the internet. It's kind of hard. But I'd say what
gets the most money if it's seen online? I mean, another thing to talk about is some people would
make fake political posts to get clicks and they'd make money off of it. And that was also in one
of the documentaries I watched. And it doesn't matter if it was hurtful or what they're getting
their money by getting like on social media. It's kind of wild, but that's just how it is. And I feel
like it's what people if it's for the creators of I guess I'm not going to call content with the
creators of these things. I'd say it's for the money. That's what determines what's on there. And
maybe sometimes here and there you'll have the people that just want to spread good
information. But still, I mean, those news articles and stuff make money. Everything's about
money and also what people are interested in. So, the people that are viewing that content, if it's
something like politics, politics, people will always look it up. You'll see it all over the place. If
it's something like I don't know what else is really popular around the world, like music,
celebrities, and stuff you'll see all over the place, it's mainly what you're not going to see a
dramatic article about drama in the coding world or something like that. You're not going to see
that unless you purposely look it up.
Interviewer: Now we already know the internet is full of stories like Coronavirus, Black Lives
Matter, Capitol Riot. If you just were to decide how would you like schools to talk about this?
Participant: This is hard. Honestly. This is a very hard question myself. I've actually thought
about it before and I've kind of quit every time half way through thinking cause just kind of a
complicated thing. And really I've never had to come up with an answer. But I guess today's the
day I guess if it's like Black Lives Matter and stuff I'm not going to say any organizations
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because every organization has its ups and downs. Some are for money, some are literally just
there for money. Some are actually truly for change. And I'm not going to put that on any
organization because I'm not really sure myself. I'm not going to accuse anything but for
example, Black Lives Matter, right. Okay. Not that organization itself because I don't know what
it's about. I don't know if it's for money because I know there are some like I've seen stuff
obviously misinformation. I don't know. Let's just say Black Lives Matter, a black African
American organization talking about I guess the systematic injustice against African Americans
definitely teach that if it has to be like a once-a-year thing like 911 in school and do it, it's
honestly in my opinion something that isn't looked upon that well. It's sad that it's spread through
social media back in the day bullying and stuff used to be like in school they're like, “oh, don't
bully, don't smoke, don't do any of that.” Obviously. I feel like that is a lot less than what's
happening right now for people of marginalized folks and minorities. I think that people at least
in school, especially middle school and up, they should talk about these things. That's when kids
take it seriously. I mean high school, not so much in high school people think what they think.
The middle school. I feel like you can actually change young minds and maybe make them not
so ignorant, I guess. I think if the organization is truly good I don't think it should be an
organization itself. I think it should be just the subject because organizations should be the
subject itself about racism and prejudice against people, ethnicities, religions and all that stuff. I
feel like it should definitely be talked about way more. And especially in these rural areas where
racism and prejudice is rooted into families. I mean grandparents are still saying racial slurs and
stuff. It's just kind of scary to think that over 100 years nothing's really changed.
Interviewer: If you happen to hear about the QAnon movement, what do you make of how they
talk about themselves or what others say about them?
Participant: Isn't that where they expose big news and stuff like that?
Interviewer: To be honest, I am not 100% sure, but that may be it.
Participant: Let me think. I think QAnon is like the people that exposed... I should kind of look
up an article real quick. Make sure.
Interviewer: Yeah.
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Participant: Conspiracy, like theory, cult type thing. A lot of it's from Trump, like for trauma
stuff, anti-Semitic conspiracy events. (Reading from an unknown source) Ok, Q-Anon is a basic
internet conspiracy theory whose followers believe that a cabal of Satan-worshiping Democrats,
which is kind of close to the Pizzagate theory. Hollywood celebrities and billionaires run the
world while engaging in pedophilia, even trafficking and the harvesting of supposedly lifeextending chemical from the blood of abused children, which that is actually exactly what
Pizzagate is talking about. There's a chemical and fear out of children that are supposed to be like
life extending. It keeps you young or something like that. And the theory is that billionaires will
pay to get this money, kind of abuse children, kill them, whatever, and kind of stay young. I
guess you could say it's kind of wild when you think about it, but when you look into an actual
theory about it, videos and stuff like that, they go into so much detail, you want to think it's true.
What was the question again about Q-Anon?
Interviewer: What do you make of how they talk about themselves and what others say about
them?
Participant: I feel like it's kind of like vigilantism, like a hero type thing. That's how they talk
about themselves. I don't exactly think that they are heroes because, I mean, this is reality, and
this is real life and it's a group of people or something. So, like, okay, the problem with being
anonymous is the good thing is, oh, you're anonymous. You can't get hurt. People won't find any
can't see any bias against you. But also people can think you have bias in you. You may be
anonymous. You might try to give people just news that is untraced or out of the blue that they
wouldn't be able to find themselves. But at the same time, you're anonymous. Why would we
trust you? No credibility. It's kind of a double-edged sword. How they talk about themselves, I
guess, in my opinion, is kind of cool. But in terms of information and I guess public information,
politically, I think they're kind of dangerous. I'm not saying that they're bad. I'm just saying that
type of thing is dangerous, especially with a big following. Who's to say that they can't mess
some things up?
Interviewer: If you happen to be following the story on the Coronavirus, what sense do you
make of the different information out there about people getting vaccinated and wearing masks.
What do you think about that?
Participant: So what do I think about the people, like opposing view, like wear masks and stuff?
Okay. If you're asking for my personal opinion, because I do have an opinion about this, I think
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vaccines, I understand you don't know what you're putting into your body. So, it's kind of ironic
some people that do that will drink Diet Coke from McDonald's and eat cheeseburgers, but the
same thing. It's kind of scary. I've had my vaccine, willingly. I have a grandma that lives with
me, and obviously, I'd rather just have a microchip that tracks me in my body than see my
grandma die because I was a conspiracy theorist. So, I got my vaccine. But I understand if people
don't. All I have to say is that if you're living by yourself or if you're like living with somebody
that also agrees if you're not in a household with a high risk of fatality from COVID-19, I'd
understand. But if you're not, I guess it's still your choice. I understand it's scary. One thing I
have to say is, wear your fucking mask! Yeah. The only problem is a lot of workplaces will
require it. And I understand that it's kind of difficult. I mean, I've had friends personally that
they're like their father, for example, his job got threatened because he needed a vaccination, and
he didn't want to do it. And I'm like, “okay, I understand that's his personal view,” it's just kind
of upsetting to see how they have to lose their job. And it's just you're stuck between a wall and a
hard place. I'm like, yeah, vaccine. It's good. At the same time, I understand you have your
personal opinion. It's your body. You do what you want with it.
Interviewer: If you happen to see stories about Black Lives Matter protesting with Antifa, what
do you make of the protests after George Floyd was killed?
Participant: The protests were, in my opinion, needed. Obviously, it did spark a lot of, like,
systematic change, in my opinion, which was great. But with those protests is also the doubleedged sword of people that take it too far. The riots and stuff, obviously, it kind of ruins things
for everybody. It ruined things for the people that wanted a peaceful protest, that want to change,
because it just put a bad image on them. It also ruined things for, you know, like, people saw
them as bad, and the people that got saw as bad couldn't do anything about it because those
people merged into their group. It was just kind of sad to see. I just wish things could have went
better. But the riots obviously were unnecessary. People took it to just rage, unnecessarily.
Honestly, maybe sometimes riots are needed. I'd understand that. But with the amount of people
joining into these protests, with the amount of even in shows, I mean, I was watching a show. It
was Brooklyn Nine-Nine. The last season was purely based on Black Lives Matter. I never
thought that would ever happen. It was a lot of change. And I think to that extent, if it's that big
with peaceful protests. There was no rioting needed. I think a change was going to happen, in my
opinion. And I can't predict the future. I can't predict how either side would have reacted. But if
the riots wouldn't have happened, I would. Hopefully it would make sense. But a lot of people
don't make sense that other people wouldn't have seen Black Lives Matter or seen that, like,
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protest or anything as bad. They would have respected it more. I mean, that's just life. Everything
is so complicated. It's just a lot of people are spiteful and stubborn. If people can just get over
themselves and understand, okay, riots happen. But that's not the people that actually want to
change. Those are just people that wanted to have an excuse to tear stores down and actually
steal. There was some riots, probably out of anger. I understand that anger because of the amount
of injustice. I understand that. But a lot of riots were just tearing malls down and just looting the
stores and stuff. And I guess maybe I wouldn't understand because I'm not an African American.
I don't really know that pain. I'm half Middle Eastern. That's the only minority part of me. So, I
wouldn't understand. But from what I know now, I just think it was unnecessary.
Interviewer: Okay, now we're onto contributions and active influence. What type of content do
you post?
Participant: Online content. I don't even post on Twitter that much. I post, like, maybe like once
a month. And then lately I've been streaming on Twitch. That's the only thing I've been posting.
Interviewer: Do you remember a time when you were careful about what you chose to like
online because of how it might affect others?
Participant: Oh, yeah. All the time. Sometimes I find a Trump tweet, right? Not because I
follow them. Just because everybody's retweeting it and it's so outlandish and so funny. I want to
like it and retweet it, but then I think, what if that just looks bad on me? But the tweet is so
funny. I just want to retweet it, or I want to like it, or I want to follow Donald, like Donald
Trump just because his tweets are funny. But then again, I'm like, “well, I also don't want to be
grouped into, I guess, a group that I'm not actually part of.”
I try to stay neutral because in my opinion, it's hard to make decisions. Maybe there's a greater
good because no side is perfect. But the line between that is so thin I'm not going to try bothering
finding out which one I want to take.
Interviewer: Could you tell me about a time when you try to influence or change the content
you see, like on YouTube or Google or social media?
Participant: Okay, yeah, this doesn't have anything to do with misinformation, but I guess the
only sense of me doing that first would be like, unfollowing people that just either just talked
really, especially out of misinformation, like people on Facebook and stuff, not unfriended them,
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because sometimes it's family and stuff, but I've unfollowed them. So, I don't see their posts. But
another thing is on TikTok, I'd have these heartbroken and toxic TikTok’s and I'm like, why is it
here? I'm like, it just gets on my nerves. So, I would go and click not interested on so many until
I finally got out of that algorithm.
Interviewer: When you're unsatisfied with your Internet search results, how do you adjust your
searches to change the results?
Participant: Typically, more details. I don't really search for anything in terms of news. News is
depressing, but obviously I should inform myself. When I do have something I'm interested in, I
do try to get the facts out of it, but I never go out of my way to look for news. Then all that stuff.
If it's there. Okay. I'll read about the facts, but in terms of just, like, information in general, I
usually search up YouTube. I'm a big YouTube video guy. I’m a big computer guy, right? Big
weightlifting guy. I'll search for information. If I don't get anything satisfactory, there's always
this one thing I can always fall back onto. Not for politics, never for politics. For example, how
to fix a graphics card. Reddit. Like I said, Reddit is, I guess, the best in my opinion. There's
always somebody that knows what they're talking about. So, if I really need that in detail and I
got to fall back on something. Yeah, always consistent.
Interviewer: Now on to the last portion. Source criticism. How do you decide if an online source
of information is reliable or credible?
Participant: Author, again. Usually, it's the author. You can look up the credibility of the author.
Obviously, the source itself is the first thing to see. But if you're still skeptical because people
don't like CNN, people don't just like resources in general. As I said previously, the author is
what I would look into. That's about it. Yeah.
Interviewer: Could you tell me about a time when you double-checked information online to see
if it was credible?
Participant: Let me think. The Biden thing about gas. Whenever I was arguing with my friends,
I literally looked it up. I was like, “how to buy and affect gas?” And nothing really came up.
People were talking about how it would affect gas in the future, like a year from now, but not
currently. Because he just got an office. So, I kind of looked up about that because what happens
is like, parents and stuff will talk about it. And so that's just misinformation in my opinion. And
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they were so hell bent on me leaving them, I was like, I will look it up. And I found nothing on
it. And I was like, okay, that's probably one of the main things just made me mad because it's
such a stupid argument. And then I don't even support Biden. I don't really support any
politicians at all. And even now they're like, “yeah, you secretly like Biden,” but it's whatever.
And I'm like, “no, I don't.” I was like, “I don't like Biden. I just don't like you lying.” I was like,
“that's it. I think it's kind of really stupid how your views are split up into like two, Republicans
and Democrats. I feel like that's probably one of the stupidest things I've ever heard of. I don't
understand why you would have to split up into set views. Obviously, there are other parties, but
I understand sometimes I have the same views as a Republican, sometimes I have the same
views as a Democrat, but just on different things.” So, what are you supposed to do in that
situation?
Interviewer: Could you talk about a time when your friends or family distrusted a website or
information on a website?
Participant: Fox News, probably. We don't really like Fox News. I mean, mostly because
obviously being Middle Eastern and a different religion than Christianity and all that stuff. Being
included in the Middle Eastern culture, Fox News is probably the king of misinformation and
making Middle Eastern culture, Middle Eastern countries, even just the ones that are not doing
anything, look really bad compared to any other source. So, yes, mainly Fox News, in my
opinion, a lot of scumbags that are still on there for years, probably Fox News.
Interviewer: How do you feel about Fox News?
Participant: I hate it. Honestly, I feel like it's close to, I wouldn't even say anti-Semitic, because
a lot of the problems came with the news between Israel and Palestine. A lot of that Palestine
thing is probably 20% of why people don't like Fox News. But mostly, in my opinion, there's a
lot of injustice going on there. Palestine is getting literally like; the country is literally getting
taken over with the help of the United States. Like getting taken over by Israel. Yes. Israel used
to just be kind of like I wouldn't say Nomads, but they used to be occupied Palestine, and they
were welcome there and stuff. But I guess in their religion, I guess in their religion, like Judaism,
they think that Jerusalem should be theirs. So, I don't know how that works. But somehow, they
got the support of NATO and like, I don't know. I don't think it's NATO. I think it's just the
United States, like the United States, and they got weapons. They got their army built up. Now
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they're slowly taking over Palestine. You can look up it before or after a map of Palestine, before
the Israeli takeover and a lot of war crimes are being committed.
Like, Palestinians just trying to pray and just being thrown at, like tear gas. Kids are literally
getting murdered just by sitting at the border, stuff like that.
Also, it goes both ways. Yes. Israel. This is how I've seen it personally. Israel takes over. They
did the first wrong they're committing, in my opinion, war crimes. And the United States is
supporting it. It's disappointing. It's sad. But then obviously there are people in Palestine that are
going to revolt, are going to be extreme about it because the country is getting taken over. So,
they'll send a bomb into one of their civil cities because, “hey, you attack my civil city,” they'll
send a rocket over. And Palestine doesn't really even have much of a military. I don't think they
have a military. Yes, it's a big problem. And only on TikTok, only recently have I seen anybody
really shed light on it. And even now it's still not big. I mean, the United States, the person
supporting it. So not much is going to happen.
Interviewer: The term “fake news” seems to be everywhere right now. What are your thoughts
on fake news?
Participant: Where it really got its clout from was Donald Trump. He was the one that started
the whole movement of fake news. But I believe fake news is a thing with the interview that I
mentioned previously about the fake woman and the fake press conference and stuff that is.
Yeah. I mean, like, fake news is a thing. It's a big problem. Honestly, I don't really support where
Trump is coming from because of a lot of things Trump does. He says fake news is just purely
because it's against him. And that's my opinion. Maybe I'm wrong, but I do think fake news is a
big problem, and it is real. It's not like it's uncommon. It's very common.
Interviewer: Who would you say fake news targets?
Participant: Since it's got to come from, I guess, the Republican side, I'd say probably the
Democrats, maybe like marginalized folks. I mean, that's typically what I think. Trump started
the fake news thing about things about him. Right. Things that opposed him, and then his fan
base, which is not the most enlightened people, would use it against, with prejudice against
Black Lives Matter, against marginalized folks, against just Democrats in general. I guess I'm not
going to blame it on the President or former President himself, but a lot of people that are super
big fans of them that are kind of radical, a little bit extreme, they would use it in a bad way. So,
any type of thing, any type of good thing about Democrats, any type of event that they don't
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support, like Black Lives Matter, “fake news. Oh, it's fake news. Fake news. So, I guess it
doesn't really have a good public image behind it.” But, I mean, the actual term is correct.
Interviewer: What would you say it means for democracy?
Participant: Okay, I got what you mean. It's just kind of out, in my opinion. I think it's kind of
almost a pandemic on its own in the political space. I guess nowadays fake news, I mean,
propaganda always exists, obviously, sometimes worse back in the times, but right, like right
now, in terms of I feel like back in the day, government to the people, propaganda was the only
thing, right? Government to the people. That was the war right there. That was the fake news.
Nowadays, the fake news, I guess what we're talking about is not only from the government to
the people, but it's to the people within themselves. In my opinion, it's a virus. It goes between
the people that spread it. Just because you don't agree with the other side, you want to spread this
misinformation, even though you knowingly understand that it's fake, you're still going to make
them look bad. Yes, especially on Facebook. It's some of those, like I said, the most outrageous
things, and they'll still post it. But I feel like nowadays fake news is a virus.
Interviewer: What new laws or constitutional amendments might we need for the Internet age?
Participant: For the Internet age, that's something kind of tough. I really don't know of anything
you can do because the Internet is kind of like, really a tough place to provide punishment for
people who do wrong. You can't really trace people back if you don’t want to be traced. VPNs
obviously is the basic thing. But in terms of governments, maybe they can still find you.
Regardless, if you really wanted to spread misinformation, if you still want to do that stuff, you
would not really have any problem to try to cover your footsteps, cover your trace. The only
problem is that even if you do catch somebody, you get their legal information. Because in terms
of laws, people, like to prosecute people that spread false information on purpose, even if you do
catch that person, it's always on technical terms. They could be like, “oh, freedom of speech,
meant as a joke, et cetera, et cetera, et cetera.” It's too busy and it's just not worth it. It's not even
worth it. I think it's just impossible to really rule over the Internet. I think it's just unless you're
like China and you only give people. I'm pretty sure China only gives their people a couple of
hours of Internet a day. I'm serious. Either that or they can only play like, a couple hours of video
games a day. Don't quote me. Could be completely false. But I do know they enforce their
Internet or like North Korea or something like that. You're typically just not going to have a
good time. One thing I do say that they should do with laws and not on the internet itself. The
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people that made the false press conference, the people that did that publicity stunt, it's not even
a publicity stunt. Like the Twitter guy and the personal investigator. They should get prosecuted
for what they did. They knew what they did. They knew what they did. They knew they were
trying to. I don't understand how they didn't for defamation. I don't understand how they don't get
prosecuted for defamation. I think that should be a very, very serious crime. But, you know,
people always chalk up to freedom of speech. People always chalk up to all that stuff and
somehow wiggle themselves out of it. I think the Internet is something that can't be touched.
Interviewer: Is there anything else you'd like to share?
Participant: The only thing I really have to say is that we should definitely teach more about
systemic injustice in middle school. We should teach about that sort of stuff in high school,
middle school. And not only in, like, riots and protests. I think the fact that we have to protest
and shut down businesses and shut down streets just to have some justice is kind of sad. I feel
like it should start getting taught and that's about it.
Interviewer: Last question. What is the date?
Participant: The date is 03/07/22
Interviewer: What is your state of residence?
Participant: West Virginia
Interviewer: What is your age, gender and race?
Participant: I'm 18 and I am male and technically if it's going by the normal racing (sic), I'm
technically white because middle Eastern is technically counted as white.
Interviewer: What is your highest level of education completed?
Participant: I am currently an undergrad. Completed high school. First semester of freshman
year in college.
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